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Introduction 



Why Pronunciation? 

Verbal communication, especially speaking, is essential for the exchange of ideas, thoughts and 
cultures as well. A part of verbal communication that is quite important yet not well- 
acknowledged is correct pronunciation of words. Imagine conversing with a native English 
speaker and telling him that you have seen a huge 'beach' instead of 'peach', or that you used to 
'sink' in the bathtub instead of 'think'. He will certainly get a totally different meaning from the 
one you originally intended. Correct pronunciation means better exchange of ideas, which means 
better communication. 

But again, speaking is not all about pronunciation. Another important side of speaking is the 
manner in which words are spoken and thoughts are conveyed. Where a person stops in a 
sentence and which words he stresses can provide different meanings for the same sentence. The 
way a person speaks and how he expresses different feelings in his words can also cause 
sentences to have different connotations. 

Why Pronunciation First? 

It is like when you teach a baby how to speak.. .do you give him/her rules of grammar at the 
beginning or just teach him/her how to pronounce the words correctly?... 

This is our aim. ..to teach you How to say the words correctly through our pronunciation course, 
and then, teach you how to apply English grammar in your speaking. The importance of 
pronunciation comes from our need to understand, read, and speak in a correct way. 

How to Master Pronunciation? 

English pronunciation is quite interesting and easy to grasp, and just like one gets better in 
football or singing by practicing, mastering native English-pronunciation skills is not that difficult. 
It does require a little practice though; and that is what this book is all about. 

Organs of Speech 

In learning the correct pronunciation of a sound, it is important to know which organs of speech 
used in producing and how they are used. Below is a diagram showing the main organs of speech. 




7-Vocal Cords 



8-Nasal Cavity 



9-Soft Palate 



^'le Organs of Speech 



Unit 1 
My Hobbies 



Lessons Included: 
Lesson 1: /b/ Vs /p/ 
Lesson 2: My Hobbies 

Lesson 3: Common Problematic Words with /b/ & /p/ 
Unit Objectives: 

By the end of this unit, learners will be able to: 

1. recognize the difference between /b/ and /p/ sounds, 

2. pronounce both sounds, /b/ and /p/, correctly, 

3. speak about various hobbies, 

4. pronounce some of the common problematic words with both sounds, /b/ 



and /p/. 
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Lesson 1 

/b/ Vs /p/ 



How to Say? 







Said with a blow of air 


Said with no air 


Vocal cords don't vibrate 


Vocal cords vibrate 



/P/ or /b/? 

When you pronounce Ihl and /p/, the mouth is in the same position for both sounds, but 
in the sound /b/, there is vibration in the vocal cords, while in /p/, there is no vibration 
in the vocal cords. Instead, there is a small explosion of air when the lips are opened. 

Activity 1: Practice saying the following words. 



Big 

Bubble 
Brown 
Bag 
Lab 



Park 

Pass 

Play 

Parent 

Report 



Activity 2: Practice reading the below sentences loudly. 

1) I bought a bag of brown teddy bears. 

2) Pete's parents probably practiced pronunciation. 

3) Barbara pointed at the purple bus as it passed by. 

4) Paper bags at the supermarket are better than plastic bags. 

5) Pamela plays basketball and ping-pong. 

Activity 3: Compare the following words (Pronunciation and meaning). 

1) Big -Pig 

2) Bark -Park 

3) Bob -Pop 

4) Back -Pack 

5) Bin -Pin 



Tips and Tricks 





Put a paper in front of your mouth, say both 
sounds and note the difference. With the /p/ 
sound, the paper moves because of the air flow. 
With the /b/ sound, the paper does not move 
because there is no air flow. 



Lesson 2 

My Hobbies 



Activity 1: Use the words in the box to complete the spaces below the pictures. 







a. shopping 


b. football 


c. volleyball 


d. biking 


e. board games 


f. opera 


g. ballet 


h. bowling 


i. basketball 


j. painting 


k. play station 


1. boxing 






8. 





10. 




11. 




12. 




Activity 2: Complete the below sentences about yourself. 

1. I like 

2. I don't like 

3. I am fond of 

4. I am interested in 

5. I am into 

6. I am keen on 

7.1 hate 
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Activity 3: Complete tlie below sentences about your friend/partner. 



1. S/he likes 

2. S/he doesn't like 

3. S/he is fond of 

4. S/he is interested in 

5. S/he is into 

6. S/he is keen on 

7. S/he hates 

Lesson 3 

Common Problematic Words with /b/ & /p/ 



Activity: Read the words below. 



people programming lab 

page prepare lap 

computer popular big 

problem public pig 

paper Europe bark 

purple bomb park 
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Unit 2 
At the Circus 



Lessons Included: 
Lesson 1: Letter 'c' 
Lesson 2: At the Circus 

Lesson 3: Common Problematic Words witin 'c' 
Unit Objectives: 

By the end of this unit, learners will be able to: 

1. decide when to pronounce the letter 'c' /k/ and when /s/, 

2. speak about various circus activities, 

3. pronounce some of the common problematic words with 




Lesson 1 

Letter 'c' 



How to pronounce it? 



/s/ or /k/? 



when 'c' comes directly before the 
letters "e", 'i' or 'y' 



when 'c' comes directly before any 
I other letter 



The letter 'c' can be pronounced as /s/ or /k/. When we have 'e', 'i' or 'y' after the 'c', 
we pronounce it /s/. If we have any other letter after it, we pronounce it /k/. 



Activity 1: Practice saying tlie following words. 



Activity 2: Underline the 'c' when it is pronounced as /s/ and circle it when 
it is pronounced as /k/.Then, practice reading the below sentences loudly. 

1. Don't call me again on my private cell phone. 

2. There is no particular medicine for common cold. 

3. No certain medical reasons for cancer have been discovered yet. 

4. We need to see the calendar & schedule our meetings. 

5. Catherine loves all comic actors & actresses. 

6. Cactus is one of the useful medicinal plants. 

Activity 3: Compare the following words (Pronunciation and meaning). 

1. Cairo City 

2. Camera Cave 

3. Camp Cycle 

4. Card Cent 



Cat 
Car 



City 

Cent 

Ice 

Face 

Dance 



Country 

Cool 

Carpet 



5. Cell 



Call 



Tips and Tricks 




Lesson 2 

At the Circus 

Activity 1: Use the words below to complete the spaces below the pictures. 



10. 



9. 



8. 
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12. 



r 



^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ 

ut ulllllt Idt II 

YIY ■■■■ ■■■■ II 11 Yl 



13. 



1. 





2. 




7. 



6. 




5. 






4. 



bicycle clown 



audience 



action comedy ticket 



costume snack popcorn juice magic stick fence cage 



Activity 2: Speak with your partner about what you can see at the circus. 
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Lesson 3 



Common Problematic Words with 'c' 



Activity: Read the words below. 



medicine 
call 

calendar 
content 



medical 
cell 

schedule 
coffee 



cent 

particular 

certain 

cafe 
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Units 
My Day 



Lessons Included: 
Lesson 1: 'Th' Pronunciation 
Lesson 2: 'Tli+s' Pronunciation 
Lesson 3: IVIy Day 

Lesson 4: Common Problematic Words witin 'tin' 
Unit Objectives: 

By the end of this unit, learners will be able to: 

1. recognize botli sounds of 'tin', /G/ and / d/, 

2. pronounce botli sounds of 'th', /G/ and / d/, 

3. speak about various daily activities, 

4. pronounce some of the common problematic words with 'th'. 



Lesson 1 

'Th' Pronunciation 



How to Pronounce 'th'? 

'Th' can be pronounced as /6/ or / 6/. 'Th' also can be pronounced as /t/ when it 
comes in the name of a person (e.g. Thomas), or a country (e.g. Thailand). 



Complete with /e/or / a/ 



When pronounced, the vocal cords When pronounced, the vocal cords 



vibrate. 




don't vibrate. 




/6/ and /6/ are pronounced with your tip of the tongue between your upper and lower 
teeth but still allows air to escape gradually through the mouth. 




Activity 1: Practice saying the following words. 

This Thursday 

Other Mouth 

Clothing Thank 

They Three 

The Thing 



Activity 2: Underline the 'th' when it is pronounced /6/ and circle it when it 
is pronounced /d/.Then, practice reading the below sentences loudly. 

1. I thought they were in third grade. 

2. They threw the ball through the basket. 

3. Those are my mother & my brother. 

4. Her third birthday was on the thirteenth of this month. 

5. Arthur's mother thanked the three men for carrying the things. 

Activity 2: Compare the following words (Pronunciation and meaning). 

1. sing thing 

2. sink think 

3. sank thank 

4. mouse mouth 

5. sick thick 

6. clothing closing 
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Lesson 2 



'Th + s' Pronunciation 

How to Pronounce 'th+s'? 

English people pronounce the 's' after 'th' at the end of the word as in: 'Months' and 'clo thes ' 
two ways: 

• Native Americans just pronounce the 's'; they ignore the 'th' and pronounce the 's', for 
example: 

Months Mon/s/ 

• Native British people just pronounce the 'th'; they ignore the 's' and pronounce the 'th' as 

/e/ or / a/. 

Months mon/9/ clo thes clo/6/ 

Activity 1: Practice reading the following words. 

strengths 

mouths 

clo thes 

baths 

truths 

Activity 2: Find a way from Start to End. You can pass a square only if the word in it has the /d/ 
sound. 



^ f ^ ( ^ r 

TAflT! fAflHi ANOTHER BREATHE WfTHOUT 
_ _JL_ JL_ )^ _ 



THET THfCK THOUGH THfN THE>< 
_ )K X A ;L 



"I 

fATHEd fATHi C«^OTKES DEATHS TOGETHER 





J 












wrTH 


OTHER 


< 






r 




f — 




BATHi 











LEATHER. THflOW MOTHER 
_ _Jl _ 

~ ^r- —)r~ ~ 

THAMK BREATHS END! 
f( J I 
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Lesson 3 
My Day 

Activity 1: Use tlie words in the box to complete the spaces below the pictures. 

1. 2. 




6^6 






a. father 


b. mother 


c. brother 


d. grandfather 


e. toothbrush 


f. clothes 


g. bathroom 


h. thunder 


1. toothpaste 


j. grandmother 


k. theory 


1. thirsty 


m. theatre 


n. weather 




8. 





10. 




11. 



12. 




13. 
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Activity 2: Complete the below sentences with the words in the previous activity. 

1. She studies her lessons, but there is a difficult she can't 

understand. 

2. My is my mother's mother and my is her 

father. 

3. I help my in cooking. 

4. She doesn't drink water at all today. She feels . 

5. He is fond of going to the . 

6. The is cold and cloudy today and it is starting to 



7. Every morning, I use the and the to brush my 

teeth in the . 

8. 1 love buying new . 

Activity 3: Use the words in activity 1 to speak about your daily routine with your partner. 



Lesson 4 



Common Problematic Words with 'th' 



Activity: Read the words below. 

throat three 

think Thursday 

this theatre 

these birthday 

those theory 

that thank 
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Unit 4 
Food 



Lessons Included: 

Lesson 1: 'Sh' & 'Ch' Pronunciation 

Lesson 2: Food 

Lesson 3: Connnnon Problematic Words with 'Sli' & 'Ch' 
Unit Objectives: 

By the end of this unit, learners will be able to: 

1. recognize the difference between 'sh' /J/ and 'ch' /tj/ sounds, 

2. pronounce both sounds of 'sh' /J/ and 'ch' /tJA 

3. speal< about food, 

4. pronounce some of the common problematic words with 'sh' & 'ch'. 
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Lesson 1 

'Sh' & 'Ch' Pronunciation 

How to Pronounce 'sh' & 'ch'? 

The sounds of 'sh' & 'ch' are easily confused. Here are the differences simplified. 



Complete with 'sh' or 'ch'. 






long, continuous sound 


short sound 


Tongue barely touches the roof of 
mouth. 


Tongue touches the roof of mouth. 


Mouth is slightly closed. 


Mouth opens quickly. 



Think: "Shhh...the baby is sleeping. " Think: "Achooo!"... "Bless you. " 



Activity 1: Listen and circle the words you hear. Then, practice saying the 
words below. 



1 . sheep / cheap 

2. shop / chop 

3. ship /chip 

4. cash / catch 

5. wash / watch 

6. she's / cheese 



7. sheet / cheat 

8. share / chair 

9. shoe / chew 

10. shore /chore 

1 1 . shows / chose 

12. wish / which 



Activity 2: Practice reading the below sentences loudly. 

1) She sells sea shells by the sea shore. 

2) If two witches were watching two watches, which witch would watch which 
watch? 

3) Fresh fried fish, fish fresh fried, fried fish fresh, fish fried fresh." 

4) How much wood could a wood chopper chop, if a wood chopper could chop 
wood? 

5) I wish to wish the wish you wish to wish, but if you wish the wish the witch wishes, 
I won't wish the wish you wish to wish. 
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Lesson 2 
Food 

Activity 1: Use the words in the box to complete the spaces below the pictures. 

1. 2. 



5. 





!i ii!:. k 




6. 




a. chips 


b. cheese 


c. chef 


d. Chinese food 


e. sandwich 


f. chili 


g. shrimp 


h. chocolate 


1. sushi 


j. mushroom 


k. peach 


1. kitchen 


m. cherry 


n. chicken 
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Activity 2: Complete the below sentences. 



1. My favorite dish is 



2. I love 



food. 



3. I don't lil<e 

4. I am crazy about 

5. I lil<e 



Activity 3: Complete the below sentences about your friend/partner. 

1. His / Her favorite dish is . 

2. S/he loves food. 

3. S/he doesn't like . 

4. S/he is crazy about . 

5. S/he likes . 



Lesson 3: 



Common Problematic Words with 'sh' & 'ch 



Activity: Read the words below. 



shock 



chalk 



ships 



chips 



China 



shine 



chair 



share 



cheap 



sheep 



choose 



shoes 



wash 



watch 
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Units 
Our Weil-Being 



Lessons Included: 
Lesson 1: /i/, /e/ & /i:/ 
Lesson 2: Magic 'e' 
Lesson 3: Our Weil-Being 

Lesson 4: Common Problematic Words with /i/, /e/ & /i:/ & Magic 'e' 
Unit Objectives: 

By the end of this unit, learners will be able to: 

1. recognize the difference between /i/ (Short V), /e/ (Short 'e') and 



/i:/(long'e'), 

2. pronounce /i/ (Short V), /e/ (Short 'e') and /i:/ (long 'e') correctly in 



short words, 

3. recognize the change the magic 'e' makes in the pronunciation of short 
words, 

4. pronounce short words with magic 'e' correctly, 

5. speak about the different parts of the human body, 

6. pronounce some of the common problematic words with /i/, /e/, /i:/ & 



Magic 'e'. 
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Lesson 1 



N, /e/& /i:/ 



Vowels? 



The English vowel letters are 'a', 'e', 'i', 'o' & 'u'. Each of these letters has various sounds. 
Generally, vowel sounds are of two types: short & long vowels. The alphabet sounds (when 
the vowel "says its name") are called "long vowels." We call them 'long' because we hold 
them longer than the short sounds, but they are completely different sounds- not just a 
longer version of the same sound. 



N ys I el 



Non-native English speakers always confuse /i/ (short V) with /e/ (short 'e'), especially in 
short words, /i/ (short V) always sounds as in the word 'big', while fef (short 'e') always 
sounds as in the word 'bed'. 




/i:/ 



/i:/ is the long vowel of the letter 'e'. It usually occurs when we have double vowels and 
when 'e' is the only vowel of a short word and comes at the end of the word (e.g. me, we, 
be). It sounds as in the word 'feel'. 

Activity 1: Practice saying the following words. 



bet 


bit 


beat 


be 


set 


sit 


seat 


see 


hell 


hill 


heel 


he 


fell 


fill 


feel 




Ben 


Bin 


bean 





Activity 2: Read tlie sentences below witli focus on tlie underlined sounds. 

a) Focus on /i/ as in SIT: 

There's a bit of ch/cken and f/sh m the k/tchen. 

It's not a qu/ck f/x for the bus/ness. 

J/m 1/ves m a b/g bii/lding m the m/ddle of the c/ty. 

b) Focus on /e/ as in SET: 

ndy said she met many men in her way home. 
My bf St fr/^nd Keyin chf ck^d the test. 
Don't put your wet head on the bed, 

c) Focus on /i:/ sound as in SEAT: 

Re teaches reading to thr^^ people. 
We keep the sh^^ out of the heat. 
She doesn't bel/^ve we should eat meat. 
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Activity 3: Read the sentences below. 

1. I couldn't sit in my seat. 

2. Wall<ing up hill in high heels is hell! 

3. We weren't too keen on meeting Ken's kin. 

Lesson 2 

IVIagic 'e' 

Magic 'e' Rule 

When the 'e' is silent at the end of a short word, it tells the vowel to say its name; for example 
Kit Kite/ hat hate 

Activity 1: Practice saying the following words. 

plan plane 

mat mate 

can cane 

fill file 

bit bite 

hop hope 

hug huge 

Activity 2: Practice reading the following sentences. 

1. Matt has met his perfect mate. 

2. Can Ken walk without a cane? 
S.Jen, Jane and Jan are sisters. 
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Lesson 3 
Our Weil-Being 

Activity 1: Match the words in the box with the parts of the body in the picture 
below. 




Knee 


feet 


leg 


head 


hand 


finger 


bone 


nose 


lips 


teeth 


ear 


chest 


neck 
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Lesson 4 

Common Problematic Words with /i/, /e/, /i:/ & IVIagic 
Activity 1: Practice saying the following words. 



plan 


plane 




mad 


made 




lack 


lake 




snack 


snake 




ship 


sheep 


shape 


bit 


bet 


beat 


hill 


hell 


heel/heal 


fill 


fell 


feel 


pin 


pen 
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Unite 
The Farm 



Lessons Included: 
Lesson 1: 'G' Letter 
Lesson 2: The Farm 

Lesson 3: Common Problematic Words with /g/ &/d3/ 
Unit Objectives: 

By the end of this unit, learners will be able to: 

7. recognize the difference between /j/ on6 sounds, 

8. differentiate when to pronounce 'g' as /g/, and when 

9. speal< about what they can find in the farm, 

pronounce some of the common problematic words with 'g'. 
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Lesson 1 

'G" Letter 

How to pronounce 'g'? 

'G' can be pronounced as /g/ as in /glass , or as as in /orange. 

/g/ /d3/ 

Complete with /g/ or /ds/ 




orange glass 







The back of the tongue touches the 
back roof of the mouth. 


The tongue touches the front roof of the 
mouth; then it moves down. 


Vocal cords vibrate. 


Vocal cords vibrate. 










^^^^^^^^^^ 

















Complete /g/ or /ds/ Rule 

When 'g' comes by the end of a word and before '!', 'e' or 'y', it is pronounced as 

as in 'page', but when it comes before any other letter, it is pronounced as as in 

'go' and 'sing'. There is no clear, specific rule for 'g' when it comes at the start or in the 
middle of a word; sometimes we pronounce it as /g/ and sometimes l&il , for example, 
'get' and 'general'. 



Activity 1: Practice saying the following words. 

golf large 

change great 

energy giant 

progress ring 

gym angle 

garage angel 

Activity 2: Read the sentences below. 

1. Great gray goats go everywhere. 

2. Green glass shines in a green garden. 

3. George grabbed the gloves gladly. 

4. The German boys cross the large bridge before entering the village. 

5. The King would sing about a ring that would go ding. 
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Lesson 2 



The Farm 

Use the words in the box to fill in the spaces below the pictures. 

1. 




It 



W9 



4 "/« ■ 





a. goat 


b. gloves 


c. village 


d. The globe 


e. vegetables f. grass 


g. garage 


h. garden 


1. energy 


j. garbage 


k. grapes 


1. germs 




8. 




11. 




12. 




1^ 



10. 




Activity 2: Speak with your partner about what else you can see in the farm. 
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Lesson 3 



Common Problematic Words with /g/ & /ds/ 



Activity: Read the words below. 



manage judge 

manager jacket 

management juice 

strategy joke 

strange junk 

angle jeans 

angel just 
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